In the general notices of these volumes which we gave in former Numbers, we expressed our intention of referring to the statistical and topographical papers contained in them on some future occasion. This we now propose to do, with the view of bringing the important subjects to which they relate more prominently before our readers. It is not, however, intended to discuss the respective merits of these papers, on some of which, for obvious reasons, it is not for ourselves to pass any opinion. We are merely desirous of laying before our readers the more important fact? which they contain, in the hope of impressing upon the profession the benefits likely to result from the cultivation of these branches of medical science, when conducted upon correct principles.
It has been reserved for the present age to estimate aright the value of statistical investigations; and it is now for the first time that we are fully alive to the necessity of reducing every branch of knowledge, susceptible of them, to the precision and rigorous exactness which numerical methods alone can give. No There are two circumstances attending the affections arranged under this head to which it will be right to direct attention, although the small number of cases recorded prevents our drawing any conclusions respecting them. The first of these is, their much greater prevalence in the Land's End than in Worcester; the proportions being, in the former case, 1 in 210; in the latter, 1 in 342: the other is, the almost entire immunity of Van Diemen's Land from affections of this nature; the number, in upwards of 30,000 cases, being only 4, or 1 in 7502.
Diseases of the Brain and Nervous System. These are much more prevalent in the Land's End than in the Vale of Severn; the total number in the former of these localities being 638, or 1 in 14.8; in the latter, 407, or 1 in 22.7. This section, however, embraces so many diseases differing in their nature, in the circumstances under which they are found to occur, in the classes of inhabitants which they severally affect, and in the causes to which they may be respectively attributed, that, without a more extended analysis of them than our limits will permit, it would be impossible to derive any advantage from their consideration.
Diseases of the Heart and Blood-Vessels. Considering the great exertions made by the miners when at work, and on their return from it in ascending the ladders to the surface with a considerable load upon their backs, and the prevalence of bronchitis, (especially the chronic forms,) of asthma, and of rheumatism, among them, we should have expected that organic disease of the heart would have proved of very frequent occurrence.
The whole number of cases, however, reported in the Penzance Tables, amounts only The causes of such a morbid state, in this class of persons, stand out prominently, both in their habits and diseases. The extreme strain on the respiratory and circulatory organs produced in the ascent from mines, described in the first part of this paper, and the chronic obstructions to the transmission of blood through the lungs, so frequent a form of disease in this class of persons, are strikingly calculated to produce these affections." (Prov. Trans., vol. iv. p. 203 .)
The practice alluded to in the foregoing extract, as to the mode of ascending from the mines, will be found described at length in the preceding part of the essay, (Prov. Trans., vol. ii. p. 95,) and its injurious effects upon the organs of respiration and circulation forcibly pointed out in the letters from Dr. Wise and other practitioners inserted towards the conclusion of the second part. (Prov. Trans., vol. iv. p. 221, et seq.)
Dr. Wise thus describes this injurious custom : " Each miner having taken his portion of the blunted tools on his back, amounting in weight perhaps to from fifteen to twenty pounds, the most active generally takes the lead, and at whatever pace, is closely followed, along the horizontal galleries and up the perpendicular ascent of the ladders, by the rest of the party, not only from their desire to keep together, but to avoid a certain slur which would attach to any one falling in the rear. The rapid pace at which they usually set off soon hurries the circulation and respiration, and frequently to such a degree as to give rise to the most distressing feelings. At this time each would slacken his course, although none dare propose to do so; and thus they go on till they reach "grass," when they find themselves completely overpowered by the excessive actions of the heart and lungs, so as to be wholly unable for some time to speak." (p. 223.) Diseases of the Lungs. The diseases of the organs of respiration require a more extended consideration, embracing, as they do, some of the most important deviations from health which can engage the attention of the profession. The severity and danger of the acute diseases of these organs, the intractable nature of many of the more chronic affections, the entire failure of the best directed efforts at cure in the vast majority of the most important of the whole, tubercular phthisis, are serious calls upon the humanity of the physician to devote his judgment, his skill, his most unwearied attention, his most unremitting industry, to the investigation of every point which is in any way calculated to 
